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72. PRATINCOLA RUBICOLA (L.). Stone Chat. 

This bird is very plentiful in the Delta, but comparatively 
scarce in other parts of Egypt, although it may occasionally be 
met with in Nubia. 


73. PRATINCOLA RUBETRA (L.). Whin Chat. 
I have shot this bird both in Egypt and Nubia, but it is by 
no means abundant. 
[To be continued. ] 


IV.—A List of the Birds of Southern Spain. 
By Howarp Saunpers, F.Z.S. 


Ir was originally my intention to limit the following remarks to 
the ornithology of the Spanish provinces of Andalucia and 
Murcia; but having observed some interesting birds during a 
recent visit to the east coast and to the Balearic Islands, I have 
been tempted to extend my notes so as to include all species 
which occur south of 40° N. latitude, a line which passes through 
Aranjuez. I am principally acquainted with the birds of Anda- 
lucia, where I passed portions of the years 1867, 1868, and 1869 ; 
in the latter year I left at the end of April. I have, however, 
had the benefit of the later experiences of Lord Lilford, who 
did not leave that province till June of last year, and who has 
in the kindest manner supplemented my notes with much valu- 
able information. 

Occasionally availing myself of the local lists mentioned below, 
I have carefully omitted every species therein recorded of the 
occurrence of which I do not feel certain. At the same time I 
have added remarks on some species stated to occur in Spain, 
and on others which one might reasonably expect to find there, 
though this probability must not stand for sufficient proof of 
their actual presence. . 

I have inserted no Spanish names, except those which I have 
ascertained for myself; others, for the most part Castilianized 
forms of scientific names, may be found in the local lists, but 
their admission would be of little benefit. As a rule the names 
employed are those in use in Andalucia; but in a few cases I 
have added the Murcian, Valencian, and Mallorquin ones where 
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I thought they might be of use, and when I could guarantee 
their correctness. There is a strong similarity between many of 
the local terms employed on the east coast and in the Balearic 
Islands, and those of Sardinia and Sicily. 

The Lists I possess are the following :— 

Catalogo metodico de las Aves observadas en una gran parte 
de la provincia de Murcia, por Don Angel Guirao, &c. &e. 
Madrid 1859, with the author’s manuscript additions in my 
copy to 1867. One of the very best lists, containing valuable, 
but alas! too scanty information. 

Catalogo de las Aves de la Albufera (de Valencia), por Don 
Ignacio Vidal, &c. &c. Published in the Memorias de la Real 
Academia de Ciencias, tom. iv. Madrid 1856. Correct as to 
species, but terribly poor in details. The Museum at Valencia 
contains decidedly the best local collection in Spain. 

Catalogo de las Aves observadas in las Islas Baleares, por Don 
F. Barceló y Combis &c. &e. This useful list for local names 
has been compiled by a highly intelligent Professor, who has 
had the advantage of the acquaintance of Herr A. von Homeyer. 
He is, however, no longer Professor of Natural History; and at 
the present moment there are not above a dozen decent speci- 
mens of birds in the Palma Museum, which ten years ago pos- 
sessed a good collection. 

Catalogo de las Aves observadas en algunas provincias de 
Andalucia, por Don Antonio Machado. Sevilla, 1854. A pro- 
visional list, to which the author promised a supplement, in 
which the Waders especially were to be treated. This promise 
was never fulfilled ; and the attractions of politics having proved 
superior to those of science, the author has his reward in being 
now Governor of Seville. 

Catalogo de las Aves observadas en Andalucia, por Don Victor 
Lopez-Seoane y Pardo Montenegro, 1860. This list principally 
treats of the ornithology of Granada, and contains more details 
than any other; but some palpable errors disfigure its pages, and 
destroy confidence in several species therein enumerated. The 
author, who appears to have been acquainted with one or both 
of the Brehms, is referred to as Seoane, his full title being 
somewhat lengthy. 
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All these, however, are merely lists, giving little information 
beyond stating that a bird is common or rare. It unfortunately 
happens in Spain that one Professor or “ Catedratico” is ap- 
pointed to the whole department of Natural Science—Zoology, 
Botany, Geology, and other ’ologies, at which he works in cycles ; 
and it was my misfortune to find, wherever I went, that the Pro- 
fessor had finished his “ ornithological cycle” some ten or even 
twenty years previously, and was in consequence by no means 
well posted up in that branch. On the other hand they, and, 
indecd, all Spaniards, are most desirous of affording any assist- 
ance in their power; and I can never be sufficiently grateful for 
the kindness I have experienced in all parts of the Peninsula 
and in the Balearic Islands, especial thanks being due to Don 
Angel Guirao, of Murcia, and to the Otero family at Seville. 

I have endeavoured to avoid swelling the bulk of the present 
list by the repetition of any details already given in ‘ The Ibis,’ 
1869, pp. 170 and 897. Iam well aware of its many imper- 
fections ; but I trust it may be of some use to future visitors to 
Spain, and the more omissions they discover the better I shall 
be pleased. 


1. VULTUR CINEREUS, “ Buitre negro.” 

By no means rare throughout Andalucia, nesting in pine trees 
in the forests of Segura, also near Utrera. All the eggs taken 
in Spain are much suffused with colour, many being as strongly 
marked as those of Neophron percnopterus. 

I have nothing to add to Lord Lilférd’s account of the nesting 
of this species in the Castiles. It is resident in Mallorca, where 
I observed it. 


2. Gyps FuLvus. “ Buitre franciscano.” 

This is the common Vulture of the country, breeding in small 
colonies in every mountain-range. It lays early in March, as I 
found some young birds in the first week of April. The eggs 
(usually one, but occasionally two) have seldom any genuine 
marking ; but I know of a colony of six where the eggs are always 
somewhat spotted and streaked. Both the above species are 
indiscriminately called “ Buitres,” pronounced “ Butres ” by the 
peasants. 
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3. NEOPHRON PERCNoPTERUS. “Alimocha,” “Grajo blanco;” 
“ Abanto,” in Sierra Nevada; near Seville, “ Rejilero.”’ i 

Common, except in winter, when but few remain in the country. 
The 10th of April is the earliest date on which I have found eggs, 
which are generally two in number. During the breeding-time 
I never saw an immature bird in tbe mountains; nor amongst 
the hundreds which frequent the cattle-pens in the plains (called 
rejiles, whence the name rejilero) did I ever find any but birds 
of the first or second year. 


4. GYPAËTUS BARBATUS. “ Aguila barbuda,” “ Quebranta- 
huesos.” 

One or two pairs may be found in every range of mountains ; 
but the species is most abundant in the Sierra Nevada. I never 
failed to see it every day I passed the Gaitanes range, about 
twenty miles from Málaga, whence I received a nestling half in 
down, taken on the 4th of May, 1869. This year a live one was 
sent me, which is now in the Zoological Society’s Gardens. In the 
Institute at Granada are two birds of the year, which, according 
to the Curator, were captured at night upon the nest, having 
probably returned to roost there. The Rev. A. C. Smith, in his 
“ Notes on the Birds of Portugal” (Ibis, 1868, p. 434), appears 
to be under the misapprehension that the term Pica-osso, applied 
to V. cinereus, belongs properly to the present species. Pica-osso 
means a “bone-picker,” an excellent name for a Vulture, whereas 
* Quebranta-huesos ” is emphatically a “ bone-smasher,” a term 
which would be utterly misapplied to a Vulture, but singularly 
appropriate to the Lemmergeyer, whose smashing proclivities 
nave been well known since the days of Aischylus *. 

This species often lays but one egg; still two fertile eggs 
are by no means uncommon. The young bird is covered with 
sooty-brown down, lighter on flanks, and darker on head and 
throat. 


5. Fatco perecrinus. “ Halcón.” 

Common throughout the country, breeding in every mountain- 
range. Specimens in my collection are fully as large as any from 
more northern localities. 


CCF. Ibis, 1860, p. 282.—Ep.] 
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6. FALCO LANARIUS. 

Under the synonym of F. feldegii this species is mentioned by 
Don Angel Guirao as having occurred near Murcia, and by 
Lopez-Seoane as being in the Museum at Granada; but I have 
not seen either of these specimens. The former was sent to 
Madrid, where I searched for it in vain, as I have also in two 
successive years for the latter. ‘ I have myself seen a large true 
Falcon which was not a Peregrine,” to quote a letter of Lord 
Lilford’s respecting one which he saw near Lomo del Grullo 
in May 1869. Still I had omitted this species, until within the 
last few weeks I received evidence of its having been obtained 
near Utrera. 

In the Museum of Jerez are the remains of a Falcon which, 
from its general appearance, ruddy nape, and large feet, I take 
to be F. barbarus. Unfortunately, this bird having been kept in 
captivity for some time, its tail and wings became dirty and 
ragged. This offended the eye of the Curator, who thereupon 
rounded them neatly off with a pair of scissors ! 


7. HYPOTRIORCHIS ELEONOR. 

Although I felt certain that I had seen a pair of this species 
near Seville in April 1869, I was not enabled to identify it posi- 
tively until this year, when on the 19th and 20th of May I found 
it in great abundance at the Island of Dragonera, off the west 
of Mallorca. This rock, for it is little more, is in appearance 
very similar to Gibraltar, though of somewhat less elevation, 
being only 1180 feet from the level of the sea to the base of the 
lighthouse, which is perched on the summit. As the Falcons 
fly very high, it is not easy to obtain specimens ; for, though they 
hawk for food over the sloping side of the rock, it would require 
a prolonged stay to get a shot with a chance of the bird falling 
on land. When sitting with my legs dangling over the preci- 
pice, a little below the highest peak, these birds passed back- 
wards and forwards within a few yards, as thick as Swallows on 
a summer’s evening. They were in both the uniform sooty, and 
also in Hobby-like plumage, in about equal numbers ; many of 
the latter, from their size, I judged to be females. One of the 
fishermen informed me that he had once found a clutch of three 
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eggs, which he described correctly, and which of course he had 
eaten ; but the majority of the nests, placed in the holes of the 
sheer precipice, are perfectly inaccessible, so much does the upper 
part overhang. The Rock-Pigeons (Columba livia), of which 
there were great numbers, did not show the slightest fear of 
these Falcons. The fishermen call them “ Esparver.” 


8. Hyporriorcuis suBBUTEO. “ Alcotan.” 

This species does not appear to be very numerous, though 
generally distributed. Lord Lilford informed me that it was 
certainly nesting in the pine woods of Coria in May; and this 
year I received the eggs from that locality. 


9. HYPOTRIORCHIS ASALON. 
Not uncommon in winter. 


10. ERYTHROPUS VESPERTINUS. 

This occasional visitor is more often obtained on the eastern 
coast than elsewhere; but years often elapse without a specimen 
being seen. I never met with it during any of my visits. 


11. TINNUNCULUS ALAUDARIUs. “ Cernicalo,” “ Primilla.” 

Abundant everywhere, breeding in great numbers in the woods, 
as well as in the crevices of old buildings, especially churches. 
I fancy that there is either an intermediate race, or that this 
species and T. cenchris interbreed, as I took a white-clawed bird 
off hard-set eggs in the Cathedral of Seville on May 16th, when 
the latter had scarcely begun to lay its very distinct eggs; in 
length of wing this female is identical with specimens from 
other localities. 


12. Tinnuncuus cencuris. “ Primilla.” 

The majority arrive in March and April; but some remain in 
Andalucia all the winter. The birds swarm about old buildings ; 
and hundreds may be seen any summer’s evening in Seville 
hovering round the statue of Faith which crowns the Giralda. 
It is a somewhat late breeder; for on the 16th of May I had 
difficulty in obtaining a complete clutch of eggs. 


13. ELANUS MELANOPTERUS. 
A rare visitant, of which I possess an adult male shot near 
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Seville in April; it is also mentioned by Seoane as having occurred 
near Granada. 


l4. PANDION HALIÆETUS. “Aguila pescadora.” 

I have frequently observed the Osprey near Malaga in winter, 
also at Gibraltar, where Lord Lilford informed me that he found 
the nest in June 1869, in a crag overhanging the sea, and di- 
stinctly saw with a glass both young and parent birds. I was 
therefore not surprised at finding its nest on the 20th May of 
this year on the aforesaid Island of Dragonera. It was a huge 
structure, nearly three feet thick, placed on a projecting crag some 
700 feet above the sea. The female was evidently sitting close; for 
she settled down on the nest whilst we were gazing at it; and as 
half an hour previously I had shot a young female of that year, 
it is probable that in southern countries two broods are some- 
times reared. From recently received information I think it may 
also nest in the woods of the Coto de Doñana near the sea-coast. 


15. Pernis aprvorus. “Gavilan ;” Valencian, “ Pilctero.” 

Very abundant in May on the passage northwards, the regu- 
larity in the date of its appearance being remarkable. On 
the 9th of May 1868, a friend in the Gaitanes, who possessed a 
stuffed specimen which he saw me examining, observed that they 
were just due ; and the very next day at noon, as we were return- 
ing from taking the young of Aquila bonelli, many hundreds 
passed over. On referring to an old note-book I find that on 
the evening of 9th May, 1863, whilst walking out to Europa 
Point at Gibraltar, I observed many hundreds crossing the Strait, 
and, having a powerful glass, I could make them out distinctly. 
Roosting that night in the Cork wood, they would be due in the 
Gaitanes as near noon on 10th May as possible! I never heard 
of its breeding. 


16. Circatrus Gatuicus. “Aguila melion.” 

Abundant in winter in the marshes, and by far the commonest 
breeder in the wooded districts, where it invariably selects a tree 
for its nest, wherein it deposits one large white egg. 


17. HALIÆETUS ALBICILLA. 
Rarc: I saw one specimen obtained near Cadiz in winter. 
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18. AQUILA FuLva. “Aguila real.” 

Breeds in every mountain-range. In the Sierra Nevada it is 
considered the commonest of the Jarge Raptores. I know of one 
eyry in the Gaitanes, and observed the species in Mallorca. 


19. AQUILA IMPERIALIS. “ Aguila Imperial.” 

“ Aguila real” is the usual name near Seville, where it is 
tolerably abundant, nesting in the trees of the Cotos del Rey 
and Doñana. All the adult Spanish specimens I have exa- 
mined, amounting to about a score, have more white in the 
feathers covering the carpal joints, and less on the scapulars, 
than average specimens from Eastern Europe. 


20. AQUILA NE£VIOIDES. 

Undoubted Spanish specimens have been so named by Mr. 
J. H. Gurney and other high authorities; and until quite re- 
cently (Ibis, 1869, p. 402) I fully believed that the tawny- 
coloured birds existing in many Spanish museums, as well as 
in Lord Lilford’s, my own, and other collections in this country, 
belonged to this species. But now, whilst by no means denying 
the occurrence of true A. nevioides in Spain, I am convinced by 
the inspection of a large series that these café-au-lait-coloured 
birds are simply A. imperialis in immature plumage. There 
are now before me six specimens, presenting every gradation of 
plumage, from pale-tawny up to adults with white shoulders, 
all of which, allowing for sex, agree in their dimensions—whilst 
they one and all differ materially from A. nevioides from Abys- 
sinia, and from four adult specimens of A. clanga (generally 
admitted to be the same) shot off their nests in Southern Russia. 
In these, and in the three living specimens of A. nevioides in 
the Zoological Gardens, the closed wings almost reach to the 
extremity of the tail; but in adult A. imperialis, alive or in skin, 
and in these tawny birds, the tail extends far beyond the tips 
of the folded wings, and the general dimensions are also larger. 
Major Irby broached the idea of their being identical with A. 
imperialis in July last; but at that time I had not before me so 
complete a series, nor had I then been able to examine their 
sterna, as I have since done, finding they do not differ appre- 
ciably from those of true A. imperialis. With regard to the 
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young A. imperialis obtained from the nest in 1869, Lord Lil- 
ford writes to me, “ They are much as they were, and, though 
they have moulted very clean, show no signs of the spotted 
plumage which I have always thought was their second stage.” 
But I have no proof that A. imperialis is spotted in its second 
stage ; and, again, diet and the absence of the blazing sun of 
Andalucia may have affected, or at least retarded, the develop- 
ment of what, in Spain, is probably the second year’s plumage. 
I believe that A. imperialis assumes a lighter plumage after 
emerging from that of the first year, and gradually passes into 
the full brown-black of the adult; and asa proof of this, an 
undisputed specimen now before me with a good deal of white 
on the shoulders exhibits an orange-tawny breast richly streaked 
with black, like that of an immature A. bonellii. And in further 
corroboration I would observe that, with a high price put upon 
any “ tawny Eagle ” shot from the nest, neither our Andalucian 
collectors nor the veteran Manuel de la Torre, of Madrid, have 
as yet succeeded in obtaining a single specimen in the act of 
incubation. 


21. AQUILA NEVIA. 

I never obtained this species, which is of rare occurrence, espe- 
cially in western Spain. Lord Lilford reminds me of a specimen 
which once existed in the Museum of Seville, and I have a dim 
recollection of one at Jerez; but at any rate there is a fine example 
in the spotted plumage in the Valencia Museum. 


22. AquiLa BONELLU. “Aguila blancuzca,” adult; “Aguila 
perdicera.” 

The commonest rock-breeding Eagle in the country, descend- 
ing to the marshes in winter. Its food appears to consist prin- 
cipally of rabbits and, to judge from the feathers I found in a 
nest with young, of Partridges, Quail, Sand-grouse, and Little 
Bustard. The original lining of the nest is usually dry grass, 
“ esparto,” in a word. The eggs, never more than two, often 
but one, are almost colourless. 

23. AQUILA PENNATA. “Aguilucho,” “ Aguila calzada.” 

This species, though generally distributed over the wooded 
portions of the country, is more abundant m the Castiles than 
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in Andalucia. I have invariably found it nesting im trees, lining 
its nest with green boughs, generally of the white elm, as de- 
scribed by Lord Lilford in ‘ The Ibis’ for 1866, to whose admi- 
rable account I have nothing to add. It is a very fearless bird, 
sitting remarkably close ; and this year a female, at which I had 
had a snap shot, returned to her nest within a quarter of an 
hour, although Agapo was engaged at a Kite’s nest within 150 
yards. I was, of course, lying in wait, and easily obtained her 
on putting her off the nest a second time. 

I have before me an adult male, and a female in immature 
brown plumage, shot when feeding their young near Granada. 
One of the nestlings, which, from its size, is probably a male, has 
a light-coloured breast like the adult male; and the other, pro- 
bably a female, is dark coffee-coloured, like the mother. This 
difference in the plumage of nestlings has never, I believe, been 
previously observed in any of the raptorial birds of Europe, 
though well known to occur in Archibuteo sancti-johannis. 

This is Buteo lagopus of Machado’s and Seoane’s lists ! 


24. Burro vuteaRis. “ Pella.” 


Breeds in the wooded districts, and appears to be tolerably 
abundant. 


25. BUTEO CIRTENSIS. 


Mr. J. H. Gurney has decided that a young male in my col- 
lection belongs to this species, which is probably not uncommon, 
but is confounded with the preceding. 


26. Mitvus REGALIS. “ Milano real.” 


Not rare, but by no means so abundant as the next species. 
All the eggs of my own taking are both large and richly blotched, 
and different from the ordinary type, but they were most strictly 
identified in every instance. The nest is even more fantastically 
decorated (dirty rags, bones, bits of old shoes, and portions of 
wasps’ nests) than that of M. ater ; and Shakespeare’s warning*, 
“ Where the Kite builds look to lesser linen,” is still of practical 
value in Spain, though, alas! out of date in England. 


* Winter’s Tale, Act iv. Sc. 2. [Ooth. Woll. § 313.—Ep.] 


64 Mr. H. Saunders on the Birds of Southern Spain. 


27. Miivus ater. “Milano Negro.” 

This species, which does not remain throughout the winter, 
breeds a full fortnight later than the preceding, and the first 
week in May a patch of wood of an acre or two will certainly 
yield upwards of a score of eggs, it being a sociable bird. Even 
when nesting somewhat apart, it has always a colony of Spanish 
Sparrows to keep it company. The usual number of eggs is two. 


28. ASTUR PALUMBARIUS. “ Azor,” “ Gavilan.” 
Rare in Andalucia; but in the pine forests of the Segura it is 
not uncommon, and specimens are to be seen in most Museums. 


29. AccipITeR Nisus. “Gavilan,” ‘Cernicalo,” Valen. 
«“ Esparver.” 

Generally distributed, breeding in the wooded hills, especially 
near Granada, whence I have obtained eggs. 


30. Circus #ruGinosus. “ Milano,” “ Arpella.” 

Abundant all over Spain, it positively swarms in the marshes 
of the Guadalquivir. Specimens in my collection, selected from 
a large series, run somewhat smaller and darker than the average 
from Northern and Eastern Europe. 


31. Circus cyaNeus. ‘‘ Cenizo.” 
By no means so abundant in the south as the preceding, 
chiefly occurring in winter. 


32. CIRCUS CINERACEUS. “ Cenizo.” 

Resident throughout the year, and tolerably numerous. The 
generality of males in my series are dark, and two are absolutely 
black ; they are also smaller than specimens from the north. 

I can find no confirmation of Dr. Bree’s statement, probably 
copied from Degland, that Circus pallidus occurs plentifully in 
Spain. I never saw a specimen, even in the east of that country, 
or the Balearic Islands. 


33. STRIX FLAMMEA. “Lechuza.” 
Resident throughout the year, and common everywhere. 


34. SyRNIUM ALUCO. 
Not uncommon in the higher wooded districts ; but I neither 
saw nor heard it in the Cotos. 
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35. ATHENE Noctua. “ Mochuelo.” 
This species is generally distributed, and resident. I never 
saw A. meridionalis in any part of Spain. 


36. Buso maximus. “Buho grande.” 

Resident in every mountain-range. I often saw this species 
in the Gaitanes, and obtained three young ones from a nest 
there. 


37. Orus vutearis. ‘ Carabo.” 
Generally distributed in suitable localities, where it breeds. I 
have a nestling from Granada. 


38. Orus BRacHuyotus. ‘ Carabo.” 
Not uncommon in winter. 


39. OTUS CAPENSIS. 

The first specimen of which I have positive information was 
obtained near Utrera in November 1867. Lord Lilford writes 
as follows: “ Major Irby found this bird in marshy ground near 
Casavieja, not far from Vejer, in October 1868, and ¢here only. 
He obtained several specimens, two of which (one living) are in 
my possession.” But the first notice of this bird’s occurrence in 
Spain at all occurs in ‘ Naumannia,’ 1852, translated in Bree’s 
Birds of Europe, vol. i. pp. 134, 135. 


40. Epaiautes scors. ‘ Corneta,” “ Cu-cu.” 

Very abundant everywhere ; and its clear ringing “Kiew” may 
be heard all night long, even in the centre of Seville. It breeds 
in holes of trees, notably the olive,in May, and possibly in holes 
of walls. 


41. JYNX TORQUILLA., “ Hormiguero,” “ Torcecuello.” 
Abundant in spring and autumn. Some remain to breed, as 
I found its nest at Aranjuez. 


42, GEcINUS VIRIDIS. “ Pito real,” “ Carpintero.” 
Especially abundant in the cork woods of the Cotos, where it 
breeds; also in the Tagus valley. 


43. Gecinus canus. “Carpintero.” 
I did not identify this species in the flesh; but I have seen 
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specimens, and believe it to be common, taking the place of the 
last mentioned in the higher woods. 


44, Picus MAJOR. 
Generally distributed; but the only place where I found its 
nest was near Aranjuez in May 1870. 


45. Picus MEDIUS. 

Guirao considers this species even more abundant in Murcia 
than Gecinus viridis, especially in the Pine woods of the Sierras 
de Espuna and de la Pila. I never obtained it myself, but” have 
handled specimens. 


46. Picus MINOR. 
I only observed this bird once at Aranjuez, where it was evi- 
dently breeding, in May. It is in most collections. 


47, CuctLus canorus. “ Cucu.” 

Abundant during the spring passage; but though I once shot 
a female on 30th April, the largest egg in whose ovary was the 
size of a pea, yet I never found it laying in Andalucia, nor in- 
deed anywhere else in Spain. Machado, in his list, goes so far 
as to assert that he never could obtain the bird ! 


48. OREERT GLANDARIUS. “Cucu real,’ “Cucu del 
moño.’ 

I have obtained this species as early as March 2nd; and a 
female shot 6th April had an egg ready for exclusion. It is by 
no means so abundant near Snill as it is near Aranjuez; in 
both places it prefers the nest of the Common Magpie (Pica 
melanoleuca) in which to deposit its eggs. 


49. CORACIAS GARRULA. “ Carranco,” “ Carlanco.” 

Generally arrives early in April, when it swarms throughout 
the country, breeding in holes of trees, walls, old towers, and 
also in banks, like the next species, but never in colonies. I 
once saw a small flock near Jaen on the 13th March, an un- 
usually early arrival. The stomachs of those I examined con- 
tained remains of gr asshoppers, the thigh-cases of which, having 
turned the colour of slightly tarnished silver, rather puzzled me 
at first sight. The brain of this bird is remarkably small. 
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50. Meroprs apraster. “ Abejaruco.” 

Arrives early in April; but I did not find eggs before the 
middle of May. Almost every bank is tunnelled with their 
nests ; and in the plains they burrow diagonally in the level 
ground like rabbits. Sacks full are brought into the markets of 
Seville and Cordova, where, after plucking, they are sold as 
“Tordos,” a general name for Starlings, Thrushes, &c.; and at 
the “ Fonda de Paris” some dozen were one day served up in a 
pie, the crops containing their insect food being left in, as an 
improvement, I suppose. The proprietor had that day refused 
my offer of a fine female Bustard (Otis tarda) as being “ muy 
basta” (very coarse) ; and this want of discrimination called forth 
some observations “ not at all to his advantage.” 


51. Atcepo 1spipa. “Martin pescador.” 

Resident, but not very numerous. 

Degland gives Spain as one of the countries in which Cery/e 
rudis has been obtained; but I have no knowledge of the 
existence of any authentic specimen. 


52. Upura epors. ‘‘ Abubilla;” Valence. “ Put-put.” 

First arrival noticed on 17th March; leaves in October. The 
eggs are not deposited till the end of April or beginning of May. 
It is abundant everywhere. 

53. CAPRIMULGUS EUROPEUS. 

I have only obtained one specimen; but Lord Lilford had 
several brought to him at Seville in May, and considers it 
commoner there than in the Castiles. 


54. CAPRIMULGUS RUFICOLLIS. “ Zamaya,” “ Engafa-pas- 
tores,”’ “ Chota-cabras.” 

Arrives in May, and is always to be found in the Pine woods 
near Seville. The eggs, two in number, are, as a rule, a trifle 
larger than those of the preceding species; but they vary so much 
that unidentified specimens are valueless. This species enjoys 
the same evil reputation for sucking the teats of goats and cows ; 
but I never yet found a Spanish peasant who was idiot enough 
to class it with the Hawks, as many of our English gamekeepers 


do its congener. 
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For the benefit of any one who may refer to Machado’s list, I 
may observe that the whole of the description at p. 16, under 
the head of C. europaeus, has by a typographical error been sepa- 
rated from Hirundo urbica, to which it evidently applies. 


55. CYPSELUS MELBA. “ Avion.” 
Arrives in March, and breeds in colonies in the mountains, 
notably near Alora. 


56. Cypsetus apus. “ Avion;” Valencian, “ Falsia.” 
Abundant in spring and summer. 


[To be continued. ] 


V.—On the Ornithology of Algeria. 
By J. H. Gurney, Jun., F.Z.S. 


On the 25th of January, 1870, I disembarked at Oran, the chief 
town of the western province of Algeria, and a few days after- 
wards moved on in a coasting-steamer to Algiers. Before 
setting out for the Sahara, I devoted a month to collecting in 
the Tell*, principally in the vicinity of Blida and Miliana; and 
it was not until the 1st of March that I finally started for the 
interior. 

The first caravanserai, properly so called, is Bougzout; the 
second is Ain-Oussera; the third, Guelt el Stel. The water at 
all these places is barely drinkable. On the 22nd of March I 
arrived at Laghouat, the last French outpost, the first oasis of 
the Sahara, a picturesque spot by reason of its tall Palms. To 
the northward stretch plains as far as Djelpha. Rocky moun- 
tain-ridges protect this oasis from the wind, which frequently 
blows the sand in overwhelming clouds. 

On the 9th of April I started for the Mzab country. My 
camel unfortunately took fright the first night at some Ravens, 
and deserted me, so that for ten days I was without arsenical 
soap. But it is not necessary to recount all the incidents of the 


* T cannot better define “the Tell” than in the words of Dr. Tristram. 
He calls it “the corn-growing country from the coast to the Atlas” 
(Ibis, 1859, p. 277). 


